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Your Tuesday News 22nd September 2020 

‘TOGETHER WE ARE GROWING TOWARDS GOD’ 
 
Worship 
In worship yesterday we explored the Parable of the Workers in the 
Vineyard.  We discussed the lesson that Jesus was trying to teach us 
through this story - that even though it may feel like God is being unfair 
sometimes, he is actually simply being generous with his love and 
rewarding everyone who has faith in him in the same way.  Jesus wants us 
to know that we will all be rewarded in the same way in heaven.  We then 
discussed all the different ways God shows his generosity.  The children 
suggested by giving us his creation of the world, by giving us animals, by 
giving us loving families and by giving us friends to play with.  We set our 
mission of the week: to show how grateful we are for the gift of the world. 
 
This morning's Virtues Worship was led by Miss Martin and the theme was resilience. We began by 
listening to 'Hold On' by Alabama Shakes.  Their lead singer has faced some difficult challenges in her life 
but we learned how she showed resilience to overcome them. We then listened to the Gospel reading, 
which was the story of how Jesus calmed the storm.  In this story, Jesus taught his disciples that trust and 
faith in God will help us to overcome personal difficulties. 
 
 
 

Corona Virus update 
Thank you to all the parents/carers for ensuring you report your child's absence if 
they are showing symptoms or having to isolate.  We understand that it is 
difficult making the decision of whether to send your child into school or not if 
you think they are showing symptoms, but we must stress that this is a parental 
decision and we are not able to make that decision on your behalf. We will 
continue to support you as best we possibly can. 
 

You will be aware from the news that from today, Bradford is in another local lockdown.  Please be 
assured that this does not change any of the risk assessments we have in place at the moment, therefore 
arrangements around health and safety in school remain the same. 
 
 
 

If you are worried or concerned about the wellbeing of any of our pupils, please ask to speak to  
Mrs Haines, Miss Burgess, Miss Martin or Mrs Laptew 

T o g e t h e r  w e  a r e  e x p l o r i n g  o u r  sp e c i a l  g i f t s ;  T o g e t h e r  w e  a r e  g r o w i n g  t o wa r d s  Go d  



EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS: 

Our Attendance Target for this year is 97% 
 

Welcome back to our attendance target 
tracker.  Thank you to all our families for 
supporting school in all the measures we 
have put in place, which is a reflected in 
our high attendance figures.  Well done to 
all the children for adapting to all our new 

routines in school.   

 
 

 
Following three years of hardwork Rhys Leak has amassed 5,000 kip points and been award a trophy for 
his hard work.  Also as he worked throughout Lockdown he also was awarded a special medal.  
Well done Rhys keep it up. 
 

 
You can now go on Spelling Shed and Maths Shed.  
We will begin to publish our school league tables 
next week.  So get spelling and adding!! 

 
 

Home Learning Policy 
Due to the fact that the Covid 19 situation is ever changing and inevitably we have children 
in our school community who are having to isolate, we have put together a home 
learning policy and system which we hope will enable teachers and parents/carers to work 
in partnership to ensure continuity in learning for all of our children.  This policy and all the 

resources to go with it will be put in place as of tomorrow, Wednesday 23rd September.  We will text out 
a link for you to find it on our website.  Please look out for this. 
 
 
 

School Council 
Tomorrow morning, Miss Breen and Miss Robson will be talking to KS1 
and KS2 (virtually of course!) about the School Council elections.  If any 
of the children from Y1-Y6 would like to run for the School Council, 
they are asked to write a short manifesto (KS1 children will be 
supported with this) and will have the opportunity to present them to 
the rest of their class next week.   
 

Voting will take place at our 'polling station' later this week - all covid restrictions in place of course! 
 
 

CLASS % ATTENDANCE 
w/b 14.09.20. 

%ATTENDANCE  
this year to date 

FS2 96.62 97.00 
Year 1 95.28 95.68 
Year 2 95.36 95.18 
Year 3 98.12 98.28 
Year 4 98.09 98.25 
Year 5 98.62 98.41 
Year 6 96.67 96.25 

     Average 96.96% 96.15% 
TARGET 97.00% 97.00% 



Drawing Together 
This month, the whole school have been taking part in a special project 
designed by CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) 
which aims to help children in schools across Bradford make sense of 
the coronavirus pandemic and lockdown in a safe and contained way.  
The class teacher introduces the theme for the day and then the 
children are given some time to produce a drawing in response.  There 
are no rules about what they draw, it can be something recognisable 
or just some squiggly lines if that's what they choose to do.   

 

Afterwards the children are given the opportunity to talk about their drawing, if they wish, but there is no 
pressure to do so.  Some classes have put together a special gallery of their work.  Some amazing work 
has come out of this as the children share some of their thoughts and feelings about the current 
situation. 
 

 
 

Parent Consultations 
Thank you to those Y5/6 parents/carers for engaging so well in our 'over the phone' parent consultations 
yesterday.  Miss Dearden and Mrs Horne are looking forward to speaking to more of their parents later 
today.  Please note, that if you have not yet made an appointment for one of our parent consultations, 
please contact the school office.  The Year 5 parents who recently had their appointments cancelled due 
to illness, will have these rearranged very soon.  Thank you for your understanding and patience.  
 
 
 

Bring a tin! 
Next Wednesday 30th September, we will be holding a 'virtual' Harvest 
Festival in school.  As we have done over the past few years, we will be 
supporting Bradford North Food Bank.  We are asking for families to 
please donate any tins, packets or dried foods to this very worthy 
cause.  These will be quarantined for 72 hours before being delivered 
to the food bank.  
 
 
 

Breakfast Club Update 
Thank you to all parents/carers for supporting us so well in using our online booking system for 
Breakfast Club.  It really helps us ensure that we have no more than 15 children in each bubble and 
therefore keeping everyone as safe as we can.  Breakfast Club places are always in very high demand and 
therefore it is important that you only book a place if you intend to use it.   
 
From Monday 28th September, we will be introducing a policy that once a place is booked it will 
be charged for, regardless of whether it was used or not.  Thank you for your cooperation on this 
matter. 
 
 
 



PARENT GOVERNOR 
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor (now known as 
Academy Councillor since we joined the Trust) on the school’s 
governing body (now known as Academy Council).  Any parent with a 
child on roll at the school, including the nursery, is eligible to become 
a Parent Academy Councillor. 
 

Parent Academy Councillors are elected by other parents (if there are more expressions of interest than 
we need) and are vital to our Academy Council.  Academy Councillors do not run the school day to day, 
as their role is at the strategic or policy-making level in the school. The Academy Council's 
responsibilities include: 
 

• setting the aims of the school and agreeing a wide range of policies; 
• holding the school to account for standards and pupils’ progress; 
• preparing the annual school budget and monitoring expenditure; 
• appointing school staff; 
• ensuring that the school building and other facilities are maintained; 
• keeping in touch with parents and the local community 
 

You do not have to be an expert on education to be an Academy Councillor, and we value the 
experience and skills that all Councillors bring to the role.  However, you will need to demonstrate skills 
and experience that will enhance governance at the school, a commitment to undertake training and a 
willingness to engage in the life of the school and its strategic development.  There are 6 Academy 
Council meetings each year. Councillors need to set aside time to be able to be effective: time to prepare 
for meetings, for visiting the school and to undertake training and updating.  
 

If you would like to put yourself forward as a candidate, please email your expression of interest to the 
school office at office@stfrancisbrad.co.uk no later than Friday 25th September.  
 
 
 

SCHOOL JOTTER APP 
Have you downloaded the App yet? Thank you to everyone who has.  We will begin 
to use this more as a method of communication with parents.  We will send out 
letters, notices and of course the newsletter.  This is FREE to download from your 
App Store  
This will save school an enormous amount of money on the ever increasing costs of 
paper and printing.   
 
 
 

 


