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Your Tuesday News 8th September 2020 

‘TOGETHER WE ARE GROWING TOWARDS GOD’ 
 

Sharing the Gospel 
Yesterday in worship we explored how to manage disagreements.  We discussed what kind of 
disagreements we might have with different people and explored how best we could resolve 
them.  We listened to a passage from Matthew's Gospel when Jesus advises the disciples on resolving 
a disagreement by speaking kindly to each other, listening to each other, and speaking to a 
trusted adult.   
 

Virtues to Live By 
Our Tuesday morning worships all link to particular virtues which we have built into the character 
education part of our curriculum.  For more information on this, please visit our website here: 
https://www.stfrancis.bradford.sch.uk/learning/statement-to-live-by   
 

Today’s virtues worship was led by Miss Burgess and 
centred around the questions - What is courage? How 
do we show it?  She discussed how much courage the 
children have shown over the last few days in their return 
to school and particularly the brand new Nursery and 
Reception children starting their school journey with 
us.    Miss Burgess shared the story of Daniel and the 
Lion's Den from the Old Testament to show real courage 
in action.  We hope our children continue growing in 
courage throughout this academic year. 
 

WELCOME BACK! 
It has been absolutely wonderful to see so many smiley, smartly-dressed and enthusiastic children 
come flooding through the doors of St Francis again!  Our school now feels full to the brim of life 
again after so long of not having many children in it at all.  Thank you so much to all the children, 
staff, parents, families and governors for all your brilliant support, not only throughout lockdown, but 
also as we have made the extensive preparations for the full reopening of school.  This is a testing 
time for all of us, so we are hugely appreciative for all the positive messages, emails, words and 
actions of support from our whole school community.   
 

A very special welcome indeed to our brand new children starting at St Francis this week in Nursery 
and Reception.  We are so very lucky to have you all here at St Francis.  We wish you all the luck in the 
world as you start your school journey with us.  A very special welcome also to all the new 
families.  Although we are unable to welcome you as warmly and openly as we usually would, we 
really do hope you feel supported in the best way possible.   

T o g e t h e r  w e  a r e  e x p l o r i n g  o u r  sp e c i a l  g i f t s ;  T o g e t h e r  w e  a r e  g r o w i n g  t o wa r d s  Go d  



KEY REMINDERS FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 If your child is showing symptoms of coronavirus and/or has tested positive, 

please inform school immediately and keep your child(ren) off the premises. 
 Please stick to your child(ren)'s allocated time for pick up and drop off - try 

not to be too early or late 
 Please practice social distancing at all times 
 Please encourage your child to clean their hands properly and sanitise them regularly 
 Please talk to your child about 'catch it, bin it, kill it' and encourage them to sneeze/cough into 

their arm not their hands 
 

PARKING 
In order to keep the children, adults and community safe, please do not park on any corners or on the 
zig zag lines outside of school.  This is dangerous.  We ask you to please park responsibly and safely. 
 

 
 

COMMUNICATION 
If you need to speak to a member of staff, please either telephone or email the school office to make 
an appointment for a phone call.  Unfortunately, we are unable to offer face to face meetings for the 
foreseeable future. 
 

As always at the beginning of the year, we encourage you to speak to your child's Class Teacher as 
the first port of call if you have any issues that you would like to raise.  We ask you not to publish 
anything in reference to the school, its children or its staff on any kind of social media.  Thank you as 
always for your support on this matter. 
 

During lockdown, we used our text messaging service with links to our website when we needed to 
share important letters with you.  We have found this to be a more efficient way to communicate 
important information with you instead of paper copies which often get left in book bags or lost on 
the way home!  From now on, whenever it is possible, we will publish letters on our website and then 
text out a link to it direct to your phone.  We hope you find this way as efficient as we do. 
 

 
 

SCHOOL APP 
In addition to the communication methods outlined above, we now have a school 
app.  This is FREE to download from your App Store.  You will automatically receive, 
the Tuesday News or any other important information directly to your phone.  
Search for School Jotter and download the app.  We hope to expand this in the 
coming months. 

 

 
 

HOME SCHOOL AGREEMENT 
Our Home School Agreement is now available to read on our school website 
https://www.stfrancis.bradford.sch.uk/our-school/home-school-agreement  Please do take the time 
to read through this.  Please note we will assume that you are in agreement with this if we do not 
hear from you.  If you have any issue with the information on this agreement, please email the school 
office outlining your concerns.  Thank you for your co-operation.   
 

 
 

WELCOME LETTERS AND CURRICULUM OVERVIEWS 
The teachers in Y1-Y6 have written welcome letters and curriculum overviews with all the information 
you need for this coming term, including PE days and homework.  These can be found in your child's 
classroom area on our website by following this link: 
https://www.stfrancis.bradford.sch.uk/learning/our-classes  



STAFFING UPDATES 
We are pleased to inform you that we have recruited two new Teaching Assistants.  Mrs Setchell is 
working alongside Ms Jennings in Year 3 and Miss Webb is working alongside Miss McDermott in 
Year 4.  We have also recruited a new Lunchtime Supervisor.  We welcome Mrs Cuthbert to the 
lunchtime team.  We hope all of our new staff settle in well to the St Francis team. 
 

Unfortunately, Mrs Duckworth has decided to leave St Francis to explore new musical 
ventures.  We are very sorry to see Mrs Duckworth go.  We thank her greatly for all her hard work and 
efforts in her teaching and her excellent leadership of Music. We wish her all the very best for the 
future. 
 

BABY NEWS 
It is with great joy that we can now tell you that Ms Jennings is expecting a baby 
boy in January next year.  We are thrilled for her and her husband.  Parents and 
children in Year 3, we will be communicating our plans to you very soon about 
what will happen when Ms Jennings goes on maternity leave.  For now, please 
enjoy your time with her. 
 
 

 

PARENT PAY 
We are aiming to have a cashless school and as such we need all parents to 
make payments on Parent Pay.  Most of our parents already pay this way and 
have found it easy and convenient.  If you have not yet set up your account on 
Parent Pay we can send you your activation letter again.  Please telephone or 

email the office for an activation letter to be sent out with your child. 
 
School ties are now only available to buy on Parent Pay.  We will no longer sell them from the 
office.  Once you have paid on Parent Pay we will ensure that your child receives their tie(s).   
Please note at the moment we don’t have any short ties in stock, but we are expecting a 
delivery soon.  Only children from Year 2 upwards wear a school tie. 
 
 
 

FRUIT CARDS 
Having said that we are going cashless, if your child is in KS2 and would like a piece of 
fruit at break time, a fruit card is available from the office for £2.50 which entitles them 
to ten pieces of fruit.  The children are responsible for their own fruit card and tick it 
off when they take a piece of fruit.  Please do not send your child into school with 
their own fruit.  Fruit cards are not available to buy on Parent Pay. 
 
 
 

SCHOOL LIBRARY AND READING BOOKS 
Thank you to all the parents/carers who have already returned books to school.  If you have any 
school books at home, please return them as soon as possible as we are running rather low.  The 
books will either be cleaned on return or quarantined for 72 hours before being put back on the 
shelves.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

If you are worried or concerned about the wellbeing of any of our pupils, please ask to speak to  
Mrs Haines, Miss Burgess, Miss Martin or Mrs Laptew 

 



LOST PROPERTY 
Due to how quickly we had to close the school back in March, we were left with a huge amount of 
lost property.  This has now been sorted through and any items with names on have been returned to 
their owners.  Unnamed items which are distinctive will be put out later this week for class bubbles to 
go and see and claim (without touching all the items of course!) if it is theirs.  It was very evident 
when sifting through all the lost property, that most of the items did not have names in.  We cannot 
stress enough how important it is to name all of your child's property in order for them to be reunited 
with it should they lose it.   
 

 
 

BOOKINGS FOR AFTER SCHOOL CLUB AND BREAKFAST CLUB 
Please remember that we have changed our booking systems to electronic forms on our website.  The 
process is as follows: 
 

Wednesday mornings: Booking form for the following week is uploaded to the school website - a 
link to this will be texted out 
 

Friday afternoons at 3pm:  Booking form closes and is taken off the website 
 

Due to the Covid 19 restrictions, we have limited numbers of places in each key stage bubble at both 
clubs, so it is imperative we know numbers in advance to ensure that we can be safe.  
If your child has not been booked onto either club, they will not be able to attend.  
 

Please note we are only able to offer a cold breakfast and cold light tea for the time being 
 

 
 

UP TO DATE MEDICAL AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
It is essential that you let us know if there are any changes to the medical information you 
have already provided us with and/or you have changed phone number or address so that we can 
update our records.  Many thanks. 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS CHURCH 

Stewards are wanted/needed in order to reopen the 11.00 am Mass 
on Sundays at St Francis Church.  Please volunteer by calling Fr. 
Anthony on 01274 637937 

Sunday Mass:  St Francis Church is open for Mass on Saturday at 
6.30 pm and at The Immaculate Conception on Sunday at 9.00 am.  Anyone wishing to attend either of 
these Masses must book a place by phoning 01274 637937 and leave your name, telephone contact 
number and the number of places requested. 

 
 

Year 6 will be bringing home a Parents’ Guide for applying for secondary school.  The closing date is 31st 
October and we urge all parents to apply online before this date.   

 
 

ABSENCE REQUESTS 
If you would like to apply for leave of absence for your child for any reason other than illness, you 
must complete an Absence Request form and return it to school as soon as possible. This can be 
found in the Parent Information – Attendance page on our website.School will only authorise 
absences outlined in our attendance policy which can be found on our website here: 
https://www.stfrancis.bradford.sch.uk/our-school/attendance   


