
  

 

 

 

 

Your Tuesday News 7th January 2020 

‘TOGETHER WE ARE GROWING TOWARDS GOD’ 
  
Worship 
Yesterday, the church celebrated the 
Feast of the Epiphany - when the three 
wise men visited the baby Jesus in the 
manger.  We discussed how the Kings 
brought special gifts for the Christ Child 
and some members of staff brought in 
the special gifts that they had received 
at Christmas.  We noticed how these 
gifts were neither big nor expensive. 
The reason they were so special and so 
loved was that they had a lot of 
meaning.  We linked this to the gifts the 
three Kings brought Jesus - Gold was fit 
for a king, Frankincense was a fragrance used by priests and myrrh was a perfume placed on people who 
had died, which pre-empts the sacrifice that Jesus was destined to make for us.  We ended by setting our 
mission for the week - to include everyone in our work and play. 
 
On Wednesday 15th January at 9:30am, Year 5 will walk up to church to celebrate their class mass 
together.  Again, everyone is welcome to join them. 
 
On Thursday 16th January, Year 6 will lead us in their class worship in the school hall at 9.00 am.  All 
parents/carers and families are welcome to support them in this.  

 
During our last week of term, we celebrated a very special Advent Mass 
in school with Fr Anthony.  Thank you to all the children who led the 
readings and prayers. 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent in items for new mums and babies as 
part of the Gianna Project.  Rachel from Catholic Care collected the 
goods just before we broke up and delivered them to families in need. 
 
God Bless from Mr Copley and Mrs Haines 
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EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS: 

Our Attendance Target for this year is 97% 
 

We didn’t have many greens prior to 
breaking up for the Christmas holidays and 
our attendance has taken a big drop.  
Hopefully all the bugs have disappeared 
over the holidays and we can make a big 
effort to reach our target once again. 
Well done to Year 3 for being our attendance 

champions. 
 
 

Well done to our Merit Winners last week:  Ellie Varley, Abigail Naylor, Mahrahaza Khan, Kaitlen 
Horan, Louisa Hobson, Joshua Longbottom, Sorcha Eloi and George Wilkinson. 
 

Mr Copley and Mrs Haines’ Headteacher’s Award was presented to Joel Newill for an exceptional 
amount of reading. 
 

Well done and thank you to Y4,5,6 for their performance poetry just before we broke up.  Y6 
started off with a very poignant and powerful performance of 'Refugees'.  Years 4 and 5 portrayed 
'The Night Before Christmas' brilliantly.  Well done to all! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to the following Year 5 children, who filled out 
applications and impressed Mrs Gallucci in their interview to 
become our new librarians: 
Lexi (Head Librarian), Connor, Noel, Eve and Gracie-Mae 
We know they will do a wonderful job in keeping the library 
running smoothly and encouraging all our children to keep 
reading!  
 
 
 

 

If you are worried or concerned about the wellbeing of any of our pupils, please ask to speak to Mr Copley,  
Mrs Haines, Miss Burgess or Mrs Laptew 

CLASS % ATTENDANCE 
w/b 16.12.19. 

%ATTENDANCE  
this year to date 

FS2 90.00 95.17 
Year 1 97.00 96.10 
Year 2 92.58 96.44 
Year 3 98.71 96.88 
Year 4 89.26 95.81 
Year 5 97.42 96.88 
Year 6 93.87 94.34 

     Average 94.12% 95.94% 
TARGET 97.00% 97.00% 



Choir News 
Well done to the Choir who sang so brilliantly at Tesco 
supermarket during the last week of term.  Despite the cold, 
they sang almost non-stop for a full hour and raised a 
fantastic £182.37 for Breast Cancer Haven.  One of the 
shoppers was so impressed with the children that they sent an 
email to school to commend them on their performance.  She 
commented, 'I had a lovely time singing my way around the 
aisles as I listened to your lovely children singing Christmas 

tunes. This is what Christmas is about.  May I also say they were so well behaved and polite.'  We are 
immensely proud of the Choir.  Well done all!  
 
Tomorrow, the choir will be singing at Sheffield Arena at the Young Voices concert.  They have had a huge 
amount of songs to learn including dance moves and all the words, but they have worked very hard to do 
so.  We wish them good luck and most of all, have a wonderful time! 
 
 
 

Staff Update 
You may have noticed that Mrs Underwood returned to the St Francis team in November.  We are 
delighted she has joined us again - she is back in her Teaching Assistant role and working alongside Ms 
Jennings in Year 5. 
 

A big welcome to Mrs Jacqui Wright to the St Francis team.  Mrs Wright will be working as Parental 
Involvment Worker for part of each morning and working the rest of the time as a Teaching Assistant in 
Year 1.  We hope Mrs Wright settles into school life quickly.  
 

More Baby News! 
Congratulations to Miss Mitchell (Y1 Teaching Assistant) who is expecting a baby boy in May! 
 

On the last day of term, we held a very special assembly in the school hall to 
celebrate Mrs Laptew's 30 years at St Francis.  It was a complete surprise for 
Mrs Laptew, who was welcomed by the whole school, governors, Fr Anthony 
and her daughters and grandchildren.  The staff and children burst into a 
very loud rendition of 'Dancing Queen' in her honour and each class 
presented her with various poems, cards, flowers and gifts.  She even made 
it into the Telegraph and Argus newspaper!  We are enormously grateful to 
Mrs Laptew for all her on-going commitment and hard work to the children 
and families of St Francis.  She is the glue that holds the school together and 

we hope she stays with us for many more years to come.  Thank you and congratulations Mrs Laptew. 
 
 
 

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy   
Would you like the opportunity to work with our wonderful children?  We currently have a 
vacancy in school for a lunchtime supervisor to work every day from 12.00 – 1.00 pm.  If 
you are interested, or know anyone who might be please let us know.  Application forms 
are available from the school office.  If you would like any further information please speak 
to Mrs Haines or ask at the office.   

 
 
 



PFA News 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the PFA Carol Service just before we broke 
up.  It was another very special St Francis occasion, made even more special by the children 
who wrote and read their own readings and also by the 
choir who led the singing so beautifully.  Thank you so 
much to our growing team of PFA members who 

worked tirelessly to make it happen.   
 

Thank you to those of you who bought raffle tickets for either the gin 
hamper or the sweets hamper. The winners were drawn on the last day 
of term.  The winner of the gin hamper was Vicky Setchell and the 
winner of the sweets hamper was Hannah Berry.  Congratulations to them!  Again a big thank you to the 
PFA for organising this. 
 

Thank you for your support for the Festive Friday event on the last day of term.  Altogether we made over 
£1000, which will all go towards resources to enhance the children's education further.  This is fantastic and 
thank you to all who supported these events. 
 
 
 

The Big Countdown!! 
You may remember before October half term, our school council ran an election for a 
new reward theme throughout school to replace the current theme of 'Under the 
Sea'.  The children all voted democratically and the winning theme is 'Mythical 
Creatures'.  Staff and children have been spending quite some time getting things 
ready to launch our new theme.  The launch day will take place on Friday, 24th January 
at our Merit Worship. The countdown begins....only 17 days to go!! 
 

 
New website 
Over the past few months, we have been working with our website developers to produce a brand new 
website for our school.  We are very pleased with the results and it has now gone live 
at https://www.stfrancis.bradford.sch.uk/   
 

Here you will find a wealth of information about our school, including copies of our Tuesday News, holiday 
dates, information about our curriculum and much much more.  Please do take the time to visit it.  Coming 
soon is our new parent app which links to our website.  We will give more information on this when it is 
ready to launch. 
 
 
 

Explore Learning Workshop 
 

The final week of term, Year 3 and 4 each 
took part in a workshop based on either 
Maths or English. Year 4 had a fantastic 
time writing a persuasive advert for the 
radio and Year 3 explored the key 
features of data handling.  

                                      
 


