
  

 

 

 

 

Your Tuesday News 10th December 2019 

‘TOGETHER WE ARE GROWING TOWARDS GOD’ 
Worship 
In Sunday's Gospel, John the Baptist told the people 
to 'Prepare a way for the Lord'.  Yesterday in 
worship, we used the object of a lamp to help us 
understand how in Advent we should try to light the 
way for others by showing them Jesus' way.  We 
talked about when the lamp is shining away from us, 
it can do its job of lighting the way but if we keep 
the lamp only shining on ourselves then it is 
impossible to show others the way to God.  We 
recognised how important it is to not think about 
ourselves during Advent but make time for others and God as we wait for Jesus.  We prayed together and 
then set our mission for the whole of Advent which is to Prepare our Hearts for Jesus.  
 

Our Advent Prayers continue this week and next week at 8:25am every morning, except Fridays, in the 
small hall. These are just 5 minutes of quiet, reflective time to help us focus on preparing ourselves for 
Christmas during this special time of Advent.  We warmly invite children and parents to come and join us. 
 

Once again this year, we will be supporting the Gianna Project as our chosen charity.   The Gianna Project 
was established in 2011 and since this time has supported more than 550 families with items from their 
baby bank and much needed emotional and practical support. We are collecting any kind of baby items, 
such as nappies, wipes, clothes, bottles etc.  Please simply send any items in with your child or drop them 
off at the school office.  Thank you in advance for your support.  
 

Our very special Advent Mass takes place on Wednesday, 18th December at 10:30am in the school 
hall.  As always, we warmly invite parents/carers, families and parishioners to come along and share in this 
with us.   
 

The PFA Carol Service will take place on the evening of Thursday, 19th December at 6pm in the school 
hall.  The choir will lead and support the singing and some of our children will lead us in reflections on the 
Christmas story written by themselves.  It should prove to be another very special occasion this Advent, 
which will hopefully also raise much needed funds for our school.  Your support really matters so please do 
come along and join us. 
 

On Friday13th December at 9am, our wonderful KS1 children will perform their very special Christmas 
Liturgy for us in the school hall.  The children have been working very hard to learn all their words and the 
songs.  All parents/carers and families are very warmly invited to come and support them. 
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EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS: 

Our Attendance Target for this year is 97% 

 
Last week it seems most people were hit by 
the ‘bug’.  This means our attendance 
figures are very low.  Year 5 managed nearly 
94%.  This has taken our attendance figure 
to below our target so we have a lot of 

catching up to do.  
 
 
 

Well done to our Merit Winners last week: Amelia McCullen, Madeleine Newill, Frankie Bairstow, 
Lucas Heppleston, Clelia Cappelli and Sanyne Makombo 
 

Mr Copley and Mrs Haines’ Headteacher’s Award was presented to Elsie Worsley for being a little 
gem.  Elsie always works hard and is kind to her friends. 
 

Big Cat Reading Award was presented to Sarah Ahmed for all the effort she puts into reading at 
home. 
 
Our Mathstronaut last week was Jaden Whittingham 
 

Both Lily-May and Lucas achieved their 5m backstroke award in swimming 
last Tuesday.  Well done to both. 
 

 

 
 

 
EYFS News 

FS2 Christmas dinner tasted so much better with our 
homework hats. 

 
Please note that due to space we are limited to one 

parent/carer only per child for the Advent Workshops. 

 
After School Club 
Please note there will be no After School Club on Friday 20th December.  Please can parents ensure that 
children are picked up from After School Club by 6.00 pm.  No staff are working after this time and school 
is locked up at 6.00 pm. 

CLASS % ATTENDANCE 
w/b 2.12.19. 

%ATTENDANCE  
this year to date 

FS2 86.67 96.35 
Year 1 89.33 96.03 
Year 2 84.19 96.70 
Year 3 92.58 96.90 
Year 4 91.48 96.47 
Year 5 93.87 97.49 
Year 6 82.58 95.14 

     Average 88.67% 96.44% 
TARGET 97.00% 97.00 



Maths Workshop 
A big thank you to all the FS2 
parents who came to the first of 
our Maths parent and children 
workshops. The session 
explained a little bit more about 
what and how Maths is taught in 
FS2 and gave ideas of things 
families can do together at 
home before the children joined 

their parents for some fun Christmas Maths activities to do together. The 
feedback was really positive so watch this space for the upcoming sessions for 
other classes in 2020! 
 

 
Writing Workshops 
Last week, we held some Writing workshops in school for Y5 and 
Y6 parents/carers along with their children.  We gave information 
on what is covered on the Y5/6 Writing curriculum and also 
demonstrated how we teach Writing in school.  Most 
importantly, we showed parents/carers how they can support 

their children in 
Writing at 
home.  Thank you 
so much to all the parents and children who came along to the 
workshops.  You all worked really hard and had some amazing 
ideas.  Thank you also for your very positive feedback - it is 
greatly appreciated.  Next time, we would love to see more 
parents and children coming along.  We always try to make it as 
relaxed but informative as possible.    

 

This week will be our last writing club until after the Christmas holidays.  Well done on attendance 
during the first term.  We will resume on the 8th January. 
 
Choir News 
Last Wednesday evening, the choir were privileged to take part in 
the Martin House Light Up a Life service at Bradford Cathedral.  It 
was a very beautiful and poignant service which helped parents 
and families and friends to remember the loved ones they have 
sadly lost.  The choir sang beautifully and, as a school, we 
remembered and prayed for Alfie Barraclough, a former pupil of St 
Francis, and his family. 
 

On Wednesday 18th December, the choir will be singing at Tesco supermarket on Canal Road.  They will 
be singing lots of Christmas Carols and songs in an effort to raise money for Breast Cancer Haven.  We 
wish them lots of luck! 
 
 
Festive Friday 
On the last day of term, Friday 20th December, for the cost of £1, all the children are invited 
to come to school dressed in a Christmas jumper or something festive.  All proceeds will go 
to the PFA.  Thank you.  
 



Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy   
Would you like the opportunity to work with our wonderful children?  We currently have a 
vacancy in school for a lunchtime supervisor to work every day from 12.00 – 1.00 pm.  If 
you are interested, or know anyone who might be please let us know.  Application forms 
are available from the school office.  If you would like any further information please speak 
to Mrs Haines or ask at the office.   

 
 

 

Last Thursday afternoon, Y6 attended a ‘Christmas 
Unwrapped’ workshop at St Cuthbert’s Church.  We took 
part in various Advent activities, from quizzes to making 
candle holders.  We also discussed the true meaning of 
Christmas and what it means to us.  We all thoroughly 
enjoyed it and got in the festive spirit! 

 

Year 6 Parents, please note that the trip to the Science and Media Museum, which was previously cancelled, 
has now been rescheduled for Wednesday 18th December. 
 
 
 

PFA News 

Movie Night – Please find below a booking slip for Movie Night on Thursday 12th 
December at 3.15 pm.  Children from FS1 are welcome but a parent will need to accompany 
their child.  The tickets cost £5 each and includes popcorn, hot dog and a drink. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Name of Child(ren): ………………………………………………………………………………  Class(es): ………………………………………. 

I require …….. tickets for the PFA Movie Night and enclose £ ……… payment 

I give consent for my child(ren) to attend the PFA Movie Night     
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………………………… 
 
 

 

Christmas Raffles – We have a Gin Hamper and a children’s 
Chocolate Sweet Hamper to raffle.  Tickets cost £1 a strip and are 
available to buy from a PFA member in the school playground.  If you 
are unable to buy a ticket and would like one please fill in the slip 
below and we will ensure that you receive your tickets.  
 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Name of Eldest Child: ………………………………………………………………………………  Class: ………………………………………. 

I would like to buy …….. ticket(s) for the Christmas Raffle at £1 per ticket.  I enclose £ …….. 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………………………… 

 


