
  

 

 

 

 

 ‘TOGETHER WE ARE GROWING TOWARDS GOD’ 
 Worship 
In worship yesterday, we began our Advent journey by listening to Luke's 
Gospel where Jesus reminds us to 'stay awake'.  We discussed what this meant 
during this special time and agreed that Jesus meant that we needed to be 
alert, be ready and prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus Christ.  We also 
studied a painting called 'The Light of the World' by William Holman Hunt, 
which depicts Jesus knocking on a door without a handle.  We worked out that 
this represents Jesus knocking at our hearts, asking us to let us in.  We are 
reminded to open our hearts to Jesus this Advent.  We ended by praying 
together and setting our mission of the week: To stay awake by trying our best. 
 

Advent 
Our Advent theme this year is Jesus, Others, You = JOY.  We are going to try to put Jesus and other people 
before ourselves.  During Advent, there will be an opportunity every morning (except Fridays) at 8:25am for 
parents/carers, pupils, staff and parishioners to come together in a prayerful reflective 5 minutes.  We 
encourage you to come along and share in this special moment together.  
 

Our Annual Mass this year takes place on Wednesday 12th December at 10:30am in the large 
hall.  Everyone is warmly invited to share in this. 
 

Today FS2 and KS1 children shared in a saying sorry service and KS2 children attended a penitential service 
followed by confession with Fr Anthony.  We hope this has helped the children to prepare themselves and 
open their hearts to Jesus this Advent.   
 

Gianna Project 
This Advent, we are supporting a very worthy cause, the Gianna 
Project.  Gianna offers confidential one-to-one support and advice to women 
and girls during and beyond pregnancy.  More information can be found 
at http://www.catholic-care.org.uk/services/gianna-pregnancy-parenting-
services/.  We are asking for donations of new and nearly-new baby items 
(clothes & equipment).  Simply send them into school with your child or drop 

them off at the office.  They will then be put into a large Moses basket and will be taken to Catholic Care to 
be given out to new or expectant mothers over Christmas.  
 

Other Faiths 
Last week Y4 enjoyed a trip to the Gurdwara as part of our whole school focus on Sikhism.  They had a tour 
of the Gudwara and learned about the history of the Faith and about their Holy Book, the Guru Granth 
Sahib.  The children were shown the Guru Granth Sahib and asked lots of questions about the book and 
the faith.  
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EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS: 

Our Attendance Target for this year is 97% 

 
Well done to Year 2 who have managed 
to achieve 100% attendance last week 
against all the odds.  They have fought 
off all the bugs and virus’ going around. 
 

 
 
 

Well done to our Merit Winners last week: Henry Jenkins, Lucas Harrison, Connie Shackler, 
Cora Mullarkey, Matthew Travis, Clellia Cappelli, Cole Hunter, Katie Lightfoot and Kirsten 
Newill.  
 

Mr Copley and Mrs Haines’ Headteacher’s Award was present to Finley Whitehad and Christian 
Li-Castri Flesher for: their tenacity and eagerness to get the Buddy Bus Stop up and running. 
 

The Big Cat Merit went to Phoenix Lacey for doing well in his reading test. 
 

Our TT Rockstar last week was Lucas Heppleston . 
 

Performance Poetry 
Thank you to Y5 for their excellent performance of 'The Tin Can Band' which they did as part 
of our Performance Poetry programme in Merit Worship mast week.  The children learned so 
many complicated words and performed with courage and confidence.  Well done all! 
 

This Friday, Y3 will perform their chosen poem at the beginning of Merit Worship.  
Parents/carers of Y3 children are very welcome to come along and watch the performance. They 
are invited to stay for the rest of Merit Worship or have the opportunity to leave straight after 
the performance if there are other commitments.  
 

Sporting Update 
Well done to Joshua, Katie, Louis, Taylor, Emma, Reuben, Cole and Thomas in Y5, who all took 
part in the gifted and talented sports session with Sports UK last Friday at Holybrook Primary 
School.   

This evening, eight Y4 children, Harvey, Caleb, Noel, Poppy, Joel, Eve, Summer and Scarlett will 
all take part in a Golf Festival at Hanson Academy.  Good luck everyone! 

 
Parish Fair 
The Parish Fair was a great success this year.  Thank you to all our families who generously donated 
chocolate as a fine for our non-uniform day Last Friday.  There were many stalls including a tombola 
and bottle stall and there was even the chance to visit Santa!  Congratulations to William and Cullen in Y2 
who won the raffle with their free raffle tickets. The winning door raffle ticket was yellow/white 271. 
The unclaimed raffle tickets are:  Pink 240, 371, 72, 610, 343, 239, 16.  Blue:  70, 483, 84, 81 and White: 225, 
488, 429, 169.  To claim prizes contact Dave Stockdale on 01274 619633 

CLASS % ATTENDANCE 
w/b 26.11.18. 

%ATTENDANCE  
this year to date 

FS2 92.00 95.30 
Year 1 92.90 96.44 
Year 2 100.00 98.07 
Year 3 96.07 97.76 
Year 4 98.71 97.67 
Year 5 96.13 97.88 
Year 6 97.04 98.07 

     Average 96.12% 97.31% 
TARGET 97.00% 97.00% 



Polite Reminder:   
As a school, we try our best to deal with any concerns or issues that parents/carers may have.  We have a 
procedure that we try to follow which is outlined below: 

 Firstly, write down exactly what you are unhappy about.  This helps everyone be very clear about your 
concern.   

  Arrange an appointment with your child’s Class Teacher or Key Stage Leader via the school office on 01274 
638520 

  Attend the appointment made and bring your concern written down with you. 
  If you feel that your concern has not been addressed, then please arrange an appointment to see Miss 

Burgess or Mrs Haines  
  In the event of your concern not being resolved, then please follow the procedure outlined in the formal 

Complaints Policy which can be found on our website. 
 

AS STATED IN OUR HOME SCHOOL AGREEMENT, PLEASE DO NOT EXPRESS ANY CONCERNS ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA. 
 

Please can we ask that significant issues or concerns are not brought to staff when they are out on the 
muga pitch, at the door or on the gate as it is not an appropriate environment for the issues to be dealt 
with in the right way.  Instead, we ask you to either phone or make an appointment with the relevant 
member of staff in accordance with the system outlined above.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 
Y1 Update 
We are now in a position to inform Y1 parents that Mrs Amanda Robson will be taking over from Miss 
Breen as Y1 Class Teacher when Miss Breen goes on maternity leave on January 11th.  Mrs Robson is a very 
experienced teacher and we are very excited to welcome her into the St Francis family.  Mrs Robson will 
join us for a few days before we break up for the Christmas holidays before she officially starts on 
4th January.  There is an opportunity for all Y1 parents/carers to meet Mrs Robson on Wednesday 12th 
December at 3:15pm in the Y1 classroom.  
 
 
Reading Rocks! 
Mrs Gallucci has been very busy lately reading well-written and thoughtful application forms and carrying 
out rigorous interviews to select some new Y5 Librarians to help with the smooth running of our ever-
popular school library.  We are delighted to announce that George, Ruby, Emma and Thomas succeeded 
in the recruitment process, with Isabelle taking up post as Chief Librarian.   We are very grateful to our Y6 
librarians who have been assisting Mrs Gallucci in running the library for almost a year.  They have been 
wonderful role models and really helped us to keep the Reading Monster alive and promote a love of 
reading throughout school.  Well done and thank you! 
 

Family Ten Book Reading Challenge:   
Calling all challengers!  We hope you are all enjoying taking part in the Family Ten Book Reading 
Challenge.  We have already received some completed entries.  This is a gentle reminder that the deadline 
for all entries is Thursday 13th December.  The winners from each key stage will be announced at the end 
of the KS1 Christmas Liturgy on Friday 14th December.  Winners will receive a £20 book voucher.   
 

Babbling Books:   
This week's Babbling Book is 'The Lamb Who came to Dinner' by Steve Smallman and is read by one of our 
Support Assistants, Mrs Heppleston.  It is mostly suitable for KS1 children but older children are likely to 
enjoy it too.  Find it on the home page of our school website http://www.stfrancis.bradford.sch.uk/  
We are aware that there have been some problems in accessing the archived Babbling Books (filed under 
'Learning' and 'Reading Support').  This problem has now been rectified.  
 



Choir Update:   
Following their amazing performance at the Broadway, Bradford a few weeks ago, tomorrow evening, our 
fantastic school choir will be performing a selection of Christmas songs and popular songs at Leeds Train 
Station from 4pm-5pm.  They will be raising money for a very worthy cause, Heart Research UK.  The choir 
will also have the honour of singing at a very special occasion taking place at Bradford Cathedral on 
Wednesday 12th December at 7pm.  They have been asked by the parents of Alfie Joe Barraclough, a 
former pupil who sadly passed away almost three years ago, to sing as part of the Martin House ‘Light Up 
a Life’ service.  This service is dedicated to loved ones that have passed away and aims to celebrate their 
lives.  Alfie’s family have asked our Choir to sing ‘Love Shine a Light’ at the service in Alfie’s memory as well 
as two other special songs.  
 
 
Online Safety 
As a school, we take online safety very seriously.  We teach online safety as part of our regular curriculum 
and we also hold workshops for our KS2 children with PCSO Izak Spencer over the course of the 
year.  Unfortunately, there have been some recent issues involving children not being safe online outside 
of school, most notably with the use of 'What's App', which is where children can chat in groups using a 
tablet or smart phone.  During school time, we educate the children as much as we can on keeping 
themselves safe online.  We ask parents to monitor and oversee the children's use of smart phones and 
tablets outside of school.   

Another app which has come to our attention is an app call 'Tiktok'.  This 
app is a free social media app that lets you watch, create, and share videos 
online.  While TikTok videos are mostly harmless, creative fun, there are real 
concerns about children using the app. As with any social network, privacy 
settings have to be enabled to limit how much information is shared. 
Unfortunately, many children do not have their privacy settings enabled, 
usually because they won't get as many 'likes' if they do.  Children can post 
videos of themselves without reviewing or editing it first. In the media, there have been reports of online 
predators using the app to target younger users.  Please be vigilant of your child's smart phone/tablet 
usage.  Some very useful websites for parents: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  A website providing unbiased information, trusted advice, and 
innovative tools for parents to help keep children safe when watching TV, films, playing computer games, 
apps and when online 

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers  Information for parents on keeping children safe online 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/  Child exploitation and Online Protection - a wealth of police 
information on how to keep children safe online  

 
  
Lunchboxes: 
Please can parents not send fizzy drinks in children’s lunch boxes.  Also please remember not to send in 
any foods containing nuts i.e. Nutella.  Please check the ingredients carefully if in any doubt. 

Menu change: 
Next week we will be serving fish on Wednesday as we are having Christmas Lunch on Friday. 
 

 


